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Message from the Principal
Diana Townshend
As we reach the end of this busy and vibrant half term, I want to take a
moment to celebrate the many opportunities, achievements and
experiences that have shaped the past few weeks at our Academy. It has
been wonderful to see our students embracing learning, supporting one
another, and engaging so confidently with the wider world. 
One of the highlights has been the chance for our young people to take
part in the democratic process by voting in the National Youth Parliament
elections. Their thoughtful engagement and willingness to have their
voices heard have been truly inspiring. 
We are also incredibly proud of our Year 11 students who have been
securing places on their post‑16 courses of choice. Their hard work,
ambition and resilience are shining through, and it is fantastic to see so 
Both Year 10 and 11 have worked really hard to secure their next steps with their final mock examinations before the real
examinations in May, congratualtions to both years for their resilience and determination. 
Our curriculum has been enriched further by a powerful visit from the drama group presenting Step Up, Stand Up to Years 8
and 9.  The performance sparked important conversations and encouraged students to reflect on key issues that affect their
lives and communities. 
Sport has had a strong presence this half term too, with numerous fixtures and competitions showcasing teamwork,
determination and school spirit.  Whether representing the Academy or cheering from the sidelines, our students continue to
make us proud. 
We are also excited to be launching our new attendance initiative: Attendance Heroes - Here Everyday Ready On Time -
more information will follow soon, but we are very much looking forward to working together to champion great attendance
across the school.
Thank you for your continued support, and I hope you all enjoy a restful and well‑deserved half‑term break. 

many successfully taking their next steps. 
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Julia McCluskey

I am delighted to introduce myself as the new Principal of
The Featherstone Academy, starting after the Easter break

Throughout my 23‑year career in education, I have been deeply committed to creating school
environments where young people feel safe, ambitious, resilient, and proud of who they are. I have
taught and held leadership positions in schools across Sheffield, Barnsley, and Wakefield. These
experiences, in a range of diverse contexts, have shaped my core values as an educational leader. At
the heart of my approach is a simple belief: when students feel valued, supported, and challenged,
they can thrive both academically and personally.

My ambition is to build on the strong foundations and strengths already in place here at The
Featherstone Academy. This means ensuring that every child is given the opportunity to fulfil their
potential — both inside and outside the classroom—and to discover what the world has to offer them
in return. I want our students to leave us with strong qualifications, confidence, curiosity, and a sense
of pride in their own achievements.

I am also very much looking forward to meeting you, our parents and carers, at upcoming events and
at the school gates. Your thoughts, experiences, and aspirations for your children and for the school
are invaluable, and I intend to ensure that the school continues to build strong partnerships with
students’ families.
 

I look forward to working together as we guide The Featherstone Academy through the next stages of
its journey. By working together, I am confident that we can continue to build a school in which every
young person feels inspired to aim high and to embrace all the opportunities ahead of them.

It is a privilege to join such a vibrant, hard‑working and
welcoming community. I am very much looking forward
to getting to know our students and families in the weeks
ahead and to working closely with you as we continue to
build an exceptional academy together.

I grew up in the nearby town of Barnsley, a proud
working‑class community much like Featherstone. My
grandfather, a coal‑miner, was a significant influence on
me as a child. He possessed an unwavering curiosity
about the world and encouraged me to “go and find
what it has to offer,” starting with working hard at school.
With the support of my family and teachers, I became the
first in my family to progress into further and higher
education—an experience that shaped my belief in the
transformative power of education. It is this belief that
continues to guide my work today.
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We took part in the RSPB Big
Garden Birdwatch - click the
picture above for more info -
and we submitted our results
online.  We were lucky enough
to see a Red Kite!

We are now designing and
decorating bird boxes to put
up around the school site to
promote more nesting birds,
and to sell to raise money for
Zarach.
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https://www.rspb.org.uk/
https://zarach.org/
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This half-term, our students had
the opportunity to use their
democratic voices and put our
British values into action by voting
for their favourite candidate to
represent them in the National
Youth Parliament.

Students engaged in lively
discussions and debates in form
before casting their votes in their
local 'polling station' - the library!



The Year 9 Options Evening was a vibrant and engaging event, filled with
energy from both students and their families. Throughout the evening, pupils
eagerly explored the different subjects on offer, asking thoughtful questions
and showing genuine excitement about shaping their future pathways. Staff
were equally enthusiastic, offering insightful guidance and creating a
welcoming atmosphere that encouraged open conversation. It was clear
from the buzz around the room that everyone was invested in making
informed, confident choices, making the event both productive and inspiring
for all involved.
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Rosie M
Maths

Rio D
Reading

Finlay C
Reading

Other standout students who are making big leaps in progress

YEAR 8
COLBY E
ALFIE W

ELEXAS J
ARCHIE C
MYLEY H
ALFIE R

YEAR 7

ELLIOT C

PRINCE C

KEIRA H

SETH K

OWEN N
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Our students were
feeling the LOVE this
week as our
catering team
treated them to a
delicious Chinese
New Year banquet,
complete with
Valentine-themed
sweet treats!



Pop Choir held their first
rehearsal earlier this week
(in front of an enthusiastic
staff audience!)  as they
begin preparations to
showcase their talents later
this year...more information
to follow soon!
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COMING SOON

Our Student Council have
decided to host a second-
hand clothing, books and
toys market for our first
fundraiser for our
nominated charity, Zarach

This will take place on
Thursday 30 April 2026

We are happy to accept good quality
clothing, books and toys - this February
half term is the perfect time to have a
clear out!

All items should be sent into school no
later than Friday 27 March 2026 so we
have plenty of time to rummage, sort
and price them up.
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Quit Vaping | Smokefree Teen

https://teen.smokefree.gov/quit-vaping
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2QPXOcxIMI
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2QPXOcxIMI
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FOR MORE
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SAFEGUARDING OVER HALF TERM
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Although the school building is not staffed over the half term holiday, parents
and carers can still contact Wakefield Social Care directly on 0345 850 3503
with any concerns.  Social Care will then contact the academy’s Safeguarding
Team directly during the holiday period.  Additionally, if you are looking for
some general help and advice there are numerous links available directly on
the academy website - please use the link above.

https://www.featherstone.academy/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=75
https://www.featherstone.academy/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=75
https://www.featherstone.academy/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=75



