Construction – Key Stage 4
Intent:
We study Construction and the Built Environment to develop an awareness and natural curiosity of the built world around us. Students gain a deeper understanding of how buildings, infrastructure and environments are designed, constructed and maintained, and the key factors that influence these processes.
Students learn how construction impacts daily life, communities and the wider economy, while also developing practical skills and knowledge that support progression into further education, apprenticeships or employment within the construction industry. The course enables students to explore the roles within the sector and understand how projects move from initial concept through to completion.
Pearson BTEC Construction and the Built Environment allows students to understand the internal and external factors that influence construction projects, such as sustainability, environmental considerations, health and safety, economic conditions and technological advancements. Students are encouraged to look beyond the classroom, applying their knowledge to real-world scenarios and considering careers within one of the UK’s largest and most important industries.
The aims of the Construction department are:
To introduce students to the processes involved in designing, planning and constructing the built environment. 
To enable students to develop practical and transferable skills relevant to the construction industry. 
To enhance students’ understanding of the wide range of careers within construction and related sectors. 
To develop an understanding of the real-world application of construction knowledge and skills. 
To help all students develop an awareness of the impact of construction on society, the economy and the environment.
This is a one-year course that focuses on both the theoretical and practical aspects of construction and the built environment. Pearson BTEC Construction and the Built Environment allows students to understand how construction projects are planned and delivered, and the factors that determine their success, including sustainability, cost, design, and safety considerations. Students are encouraged to apply their learning in practical contexts and develop skills that are directly relevant to industry expectations.

Component 1 – Construction Technology (External Assessment):
Topics include the different types of construction materials and their properties, methods of construction, sustainability in construction, and how buildings are designed to meet specific purposes.
Component 2 – Construction in Practice (Internal Assessment):
Topics include developing practical skills in construction, interpreting drawings and plans, health and safety in construction environments, and applying knowledge to complete construction tasks.
Component 3 – Construction and Design (Internal Assessment):
Topics include understanding the construction industry, the roles and responsibilities within it, the stages of a construction project, and factors that influence design decisions such as client needs, budget, and environmental impact.



Implementation
	Term
	Focus
	Content and delivery

	1
	Component 1: Construction Technology (1.1–1.2) 

Component 2: Construction in Practice (introduction)
	Students begin the course by studying Component 1 with a focus on: 
1.1 Different types of construction – understanding low-rise and high-rise buildings and their uses. 
1.2 Construction materials – exploring the properties and uses of materials such as timber, concrete, metals, plastics and glass. 

Alongside this, students are introduced to Component 2, where they begin developing practical skills. This includes interpreting construction drawings, understanding health and safety requirements, and applying hands-on skills in a practical environment. 

Teaching is supported through modelling, demonstrations and structured practical tasks to link theory to real-world application.

	2
	Component 1: Construction Technology (1.3–1.4)

Component 3: Construction and Design (introduction)
	Students continue Component 1 with a focus on: 
1.3 Sustainable construction – understanding environmental considerations, energy efficiency and sustainable materials. 
1.4 Methods of construction – exploring how buildings are constructed, including foundations, walls, roofs and structural elements.

Students are introduced to Component 3, exploring the construction industry, including job roles, project stages, and factors influencing design decisions such as client needs, budget and environmental considerations.

	3
	Component 1: External Assessment Preparation
	The final term focuses on revision and preparation for the Component 1 external assessment. 

Students revisit key content across all components, including construction technology, practical application and industry knowledge. Retrieval practice, exam-style questions and structured revision activities are used to strengthen understanding and application. 

Targeted intervention and feedback support students in closing gaps and building confidence to achieve their full potential.




